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Chen Xianzhang’s Mind of Inner Sageliness and Outer

Kingliness and His Hermit Mentality

GAO Meiling' *

(1. Department of Humanities and Arts Guangdong Engineering Vocational and Technical College Guangzhou Guangdong 510520 China;
2. Lingnan Cultural Research Center South China Normal University Guangzhou Guangdong 510000 China)

Abstract: As an important person in the history of Chinese thoughts Chen Xianzhang a great Confucian
scholar in the Ming dynasty had further developed the Confucian doctrine of the inner sageliness and outer kingli—
ness which was combined more closely with the spiritual cultivation to form the doctrine of the inner sanctity with
personal characteristics. As a real Confucian his dedication to the study of the inner sanctity and the outer royalty
throughout the blood of Confucianism made him unable to forget the moral obligations and responsibilities he shoul-
dered but he wanted to accomplish his work and function in the society in the way of "becoming an official”. He
tripped in the south palace but failed to enter the palace. The social environment and personal situation he faced
forced him to be reluctant to do so and prevent him from doing so. He tried to hide the outer kingliness but mani—
fest the inner sageliness. Chen Xianzhang’s research into the inner sageliness and the outer kingliness was closely
intertwined with his subtle and complex "hermit” mentality. On the one hand he exhibited the positive spirit of
mundanity to save the world and benefit the people. On the other hand he became isolated from the reality visit—
ing the sacred mountains trying to be relieved and appearing to be externally Confucian but internally Taoist.

Key words: Chen Xianzhang; doctrine of inner sageliness and outer kingliness; seclusion from the official ca—

reer; mentality



