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Nice socks Prime Minister @JustinTrudeau
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Chairman of Xerox began a meeting with the

PM by complimenting him on his socks. Here,
let's let the world weigh in:
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These are the actual socks of Justin Trudeau
blogs.reuters.com/reutersselect/
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'The force is strong with this one': Why Justin
Trudeau wore Star Wars socks to meet Irish
Prime Minister
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this picture of justin trudeau showing off his
nato socks is literally everything
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w- Glabal Times & F ==
Canadian Prime Minister Trudeau compares
socks with Liberal MP Boissonnault during
pride flag raising ceremony in Ottawa.
(CFP/Chris Wattie)
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Socksmith
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http://www.kekenet.com/read/201707/515812.shtml

The first time could have been chalked up tocharming idiosyncrasy.
The second seemed like aneffort to bring some levity to a complicate
dsituation. But the third and fourth (and fifth and soon) times that Pri
me Minister Justin Trudeau ofCanada wore themed socks on a public oc
casion, itseemed clear that something more calculated wasgoing on.
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You've heard of fashion diplomacy, or frock diplomacy? The practice
whereby a femalepolitician, or the wife of a world leader, uses clothin
g to convey unspoken messages about aplatform or position, or as
a form of outreach?
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Well, this is clearly sock diplomacy. It's a new tactic in the political p
laybook.

ML, XEIREARAEFINL T o X RBIA B — T AR

And it reached an apogee of sorts on Sunday, when Mr. Trudeau march
ed in Toronto’s Gay PrideParade wearing a rainbow-striped pair printe
d with the words “Eid Mubarak” in recognition ofthe Islamic festival th
at marks the end of Ramadan, and which coincided with this year’spara
de. Yes, he honored two communities with one pair of socks. And he di
d so while alsosupporting local industry: They were made by a Toronto
-based company, Halal Socks, and cost $14.99. All that doesn’t happen
by accident.
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It also followed closely on an appearance in regular rainbow socks fo
r a Pride flag-raising onJune 14 in Ottawa, and one on the syndicated
TV show “Live with Kelly and Ryan” on June 5 inpatriotic maple leaf so
cks — which he also wore in 2015 at a gathering of Canada’s provinci
alheads of government.
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There was another smart socks show in May during a NATO meeting in
Brussels, when Mr. Trudeau wore one blue sock and one pink, each wit
h the NATO flag emblazoned on the side.
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And that followed a much documented meeting with Enda Kenny, the
n the prime minister ofIreland, to which Mr. Trudeau wore “Star Wars”
socks (it was International “Star Wars” Day). Icould go on, but you get
the idea.
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In each case, Mr. Trudeau’s socks were not just fun, though they kind o
f were, especiallycompared with the usual politician’s navy or black; t
hey also contained a message ofsolidarity. Rarely have a man’s ankl
es said so much.
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It's pretty clever. Men, after all, have significantly fewer options than w
omen when it comes toimplicit communication via clothing.
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Unlike Hillary Clinton with her white pantsuits, they can’t use color to s
upport an idea. Theycan't really wear suits by different tailors for every
country they visit to support local industry, the way Michelle Obama oft
en did and the Duchess of Cambridge does.
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Wearing a themed tie might be a bit obvious. Occasion-appropriate c
uff links would probablybe too hard for anyone to spot. But socks? The
y're subtle enough not to be distracting, butvisible enough that you c
an’'t miss the point. That’s an original solution to the problem. Andit’
s working.
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Mr. Trudeau’s socks have begun to take on a life of their own, chronicle
d, and mostlycelebrated, by observers everywhere.
FE&ZHRTCLIMRA 7 HCH G, BEHRIMEN L ——idxESR, mMHK
2RO RN

There are, of course, those who take exception to a head of governm
ent wearing what havehistorically been treated as joke, or kitsch, acce
ssories.
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The point being that the socks reinforce the early criticism of Mr. Trud

eau, voiced during hiscampaign for office, as a lightweight.

(On the other hand, you could also see them as hisattempt to own that

stereotype and reverse it, now that he’s in power.)
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And there are those who pointed out, vis-a-vis the Eid/Pride twofer, tha

t many Muslim countriespersecute or sometimes even kill gay citizens

, and accused Mr. Trudeau of eliding the issue inhis desire to acknow

ledge everyone at once.
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But over all, the socks have been a source of, well, pride and applau
se on an internationalscale — a symbol both of Mr. Trudeau’s ability t
o embrace multiculturalism and of hisposition as a next-gen leader no
t bound by antiquated traditions and mores. Besides, they're agood ic
ebreaker.

(See: Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany bending down to admire M
r. Trudeau’s choice at NATO.) After all, even when there’s no obvious t
heme to celebrate, Mr. Trudeau rarely chooses the plain pair, opting f
or argyle or stripes instead, among otherpatterns. When he met the ch
airwoman of Xerox, he was wearing a diamond style. Shecomplimente
d him.
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While it's doubtful Mr. Trudeau will immediately inspire a copycat tre
nd of funky sock-wearing among other world leaders — even those, s



uch as President Emmanuel Macron ofFrance, who appear to be like-
minded — it has nevertheless opened up possibilities for thefuture.
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In the meantime, the world watches, and waits, for Mr. Trudeau’s next
sock statement.
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